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Caption for fossil comparison photos:

When compared with a Iskull‘ of a Smilodon or sabre-tooth cat, the recently named Diegoaelurus fossil is
much smaller, with a more pronounced “flange” or chin bone (lower-right edge). Diegoaelurus prowled
the ancient rainforests of San Diego, but went extinct millions of years before true cats, like Smilodon,
ever existed.

Caption for Ashley Poust holding the fossil photos:

Dr. Ashley Poust, a post-doctoral researcher at The Nat, has just described what is now the earliest
known cat-like predator in North America, west of the Rocky MountainsHThe fossil in his hand belonged
to Diegoaelurus, a bobcat-sized carnivore that lived around 42 million years ago. Diegoaelurus was much
smaller than the commonly known bmilodon“ or sabre-tooth cat,]seen in the background.

Smilodon evolveld roughly 40 million years after Diegoaelurus went extinct, but both animals were
saber-toothed, lhyper—carnivorous predators, meaning their diets consisted almost en)tirely of meat].
Diegoaelurus and its few relatives, from Wyoming and China, were the first predators to evolve sabre-
teeth, though several other unrelated animals developed this adaptation much later in time.

Caption for fossil in collection photos:

The Diegoaelurus jawbone fossil has been in The Nat’s collection since 1988. It was recovered from a
construction site in Oceanside by the museum’s PaleoServices team. When this carnivorous animal was
alive 42 million years ago, San Diego was covered in rainforests populated by many small, unusual
rodents, marsupiaIsL primates and hooved mammals|
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