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Have you heard the rumors? This summer, the 
doors will open on a brand new exhibition 
space in the Museum, one that enables our 
visitors to “unlock the treasures”  in our 
Research Library and archives for the first 
time. 

A 17-foot-wide open book will form the 
pediment high above the Atrium floor, framing 
giant-sized book pillars around the welcoming 
doors. This whimsical and inviting entrance 
will allow guests to venture into a new sky-lit 
space filled with delights. 

Highlights will include a very rare opportunity 
to see the double elephant folio of Birds of 
America by John James Audubon, a huge book 
lavishly illustrated with Audubon’s life-size bird 
portraits. An herbal book from 1517, annotated 
profusely by physicians from the Middle Ages; 
a folio on succulent plants from the 18th century 
with luminous hand-colored engravings; a 
rotating display of the original watercolors of 
California wildflowers by A. R. Valentien—these 
are just a few of the broad variety of precious 
objects which will be on view in the newly 
expanded space. 

Open Doors, Open Books, 
Opening in 2016!

Book conservator Melissa Behar works on repairs of rare books; Victorian era hand-made microscope slides; book 
pediment with gri�n which will guard entrance.

Hand-colored illustration of a now extinct Hawaiian finch (Akialoa ellisana) from The Avifauna of Laysan, 1893.














