
An effort with the scope of the San Diego County Bird 
Atlas was possible only because of the cooperation 

and generosity of many people and organizations. First I 
must thank our many volunteer observers. Their energy 
and diligence in the field—over 55,000 hours—were the 
atlas’ cornerstone. Their faith and trust drove the project 
from start to finish. 

Because of the talents and dedication of project 
assistant Ann Klovstad, the San Diego County Bird Atlas 
reached a far higher level of achievement than it could 
have without her. Her professionalism shaped every 
phase of the project, and it is only because of that profes-
sionalism that the San Diego County Bird Atlas can serve 
as a model for similar efforts. She did the vast majority of 
the data entry, orchestrated our semiannual “wingdings” 
to thank and recognize our volunteers, figured out how 
to generate the charts of nesting schedules, oversaw our 
complex finances, and compensated for many shortcom-
ings, especially mine. To recognize her accomplishments 
adequately would take a book in itself. Thank you, Ann. 
And Ann thanks Cheryl Mann and Frank and Betty 
Scheible, whose support kept her going through the 
entire project.

The organizations and agencies sponsoring the proj-
ect were vital to its success. The California Department 
of Transportation was our earliest sponsor and stuck with 
us faithfully through the entire life of the project. Many 
thanks to Pam Beare, Sue Scatolini, Darlene Alcorn, and 
Chris White for their kind support, and many thanks to 
Barbara Kus for overseeing the grant as it was funneled 
through San Diego State University Foundation, and 
looking out for us at the turn of each fiscal year. 

The U.S. Forest Service supported the project for sev-
eral years under challenge-cost share agreements through 
its Partners in Flight program. Forest biologist Kirsten 
Winter not only assisted with funding and access and 
served as a member of the atlas advisory group, she was 
one of our most dedicated field observers. I owe many 
thanks to Kirsten and to Cleveland National Forest super-
visor Anne Fege for their unflagging support.

The California Department of Fish and Game gen-
erously supported the project with a grant though its 
Natural Community Conservation Plans Local Assistance 
Program. This grant enabled me to focus exclusively on 
the San Diego County Bird Atlas in the final year of data 
analysis and writing. Thanks to Lyann Comrack and Dave 
Lawhead for their kindness in overseeing this grant.

The atlas’ coverage of Anza-Borrego, Palomar, and 
Cuyamaca Rancho state parks was thorough, thanks 
to the sponsorship of California State Parks. Funding 
through the parks enabled us to deploy field assistants to 
even the most remote and difficult wilderness areas. Park 
resource ecologist Paul D. Jorgensen helped coordinate 

our coverage of the Anza-Borrego Desert and served 
as an advisor from the project’s beginning. Paul, ranger 
Robert Thériault, and park supervisor Mark Jorgensen 
were among our most active field observers in the park. 

The Zoological Society of San Diego supported the 
project from its Conservation and Research Fund, sustain-
ing its operation for two years. This grant provided the 
computer capable of managing the databases and handling 
the programs the project entailed. Many thanks to Bill 
Toone for his faith and support in facilitating this grant.

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation also 
helped support the San Diego County Bird Atlas’ opera-
tion for two years. Thanks to Greg Elliott and Alexandra 
Rose of the foundation, and to Barbara Kus, Jim Sulentich, 
Liam Davis, John Lovio, and Michael R. Smith for their 
support of our application.

A contract with the U.S. Navy assisted with funding, 
in exchange for data and copies of the atlas itself. Thank 
you to Tim Burr for helping to arrange this contract.

For funding for the print version of the atlas, I have 
many generous donors to thank. The San Diego Unified 
Port District provided a grant covering nearly a third of 
the cost. Thanks very much to environmental services 
director David Merk, assistant director Eileen Maher, 
port commissioner Frank Urtasun, and port staff Melissa 
Mailander, Allison Gutiérrez, Rita Vandergaw, and Bruce 
Hollingsworth for their support in making the port’s 
grant a reality.

The San Diego County Water Authority kindly autho-
rized a grant, thanks to the support of Tim Cass.

Similarly, the Sweetwater Authority also contrib-
uted to our publication fund; I thank Peter Famolaro for 
arranging this grant, as well all the data he contributed. 

Many individual donors contributed generously to 
operation and publication costs from the inception of 
the project. At the end of the field work, Bert McIntosh 
proposed a “Century Club” of donors of $100 or more 
to support publication, and a large proportion of our 
participants contributed. Many others contributed in 
memory of Margaret McIntosh, one of the project’s most 
enthusiastic supporters, and one of my dearest friends, to 
whom this atlas is dedicated. Table 2 is the list of all these 
generous individual donors. Michael G. Mathos contrib-
uted the funds enabling the purchase of GIS software 
ArcView 3.2. 

Thanks to Michael R. Smith for getting us started 
with the geographic-information system, networking our 
computers, setting up the GIS files of the grid system, and 
directing our takeoff on the information superhighway. 
Thanks to Richard Wright and John Kaiser of San Diego 
State University’s geography department for allowing 
us to take the training course in ArcView 3.2 offered to 
SDSU faculty and staff.

Acknowledgments
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computer-generated habitat maps and aerial photos of 
the county by atlas square. Thanks very much to Patrick 
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and Clark Mahrdt of Palomar Audubon for initiating 
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Thanks to the compilers of San Diego County’s 
Christmas bird counts: Richard and Susan Breisch, Claude 
G. Edwards, Robert T. Patton, Robert Thériault, Kenneth 
L. Weaver, and Dennis Wysong. Christmas bird counts 
were a major contribution to the winter phase of the 
atlas. Coordinating them with the atlas grid system was 
difficult but critical to maximizing the use of this source 
of information. As a result of the effort of both compil-
ers and participants, the coordination of the county’s six 
Christmas bird counts with the atlas ranged from good 
to perfect.

Access to many sites not typically open to the public 
was vital to the thorough coverage the atlas achieved. 
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Mary B. Mosher*
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Parsons*, Robert T. Patton*, James A. & Barbara J. Peugh†*, 
Jack & Grace Pletcher†, Philip R. Pryde*

Nancy Owens Renner†, Joan M. Roberts*, Norman C. 
Roberts*, Charlotte L. Ryde*

San Diego Audubon Society*, Conrad Sankpill, Luis R. 
Santaella*, Kathleen Satterfield*, Frank W. & Betty R. 
Scheible*, David G. Seay*, Betty Siegel*, Robert & Sharlott 
Small†, James H. Smith†*, Thomas & Ona Smith†, Glen E. 
Spencer*, Ruth Stalnaker, John & Barbara Stokley†, Herb 
Stone*, Mary Beth Stowe*, Norma Sullivan, Melvin & Ellen 
Sweet†

Melba M. Taylor†*, Robert Thériault*, Carl & Anna Marie 
Thompson†, Mary Toomey*, William & Anita Tumlin†

Lou Ann Unger†
Charles E. Van Tassel*
Alison & Ronald Weiss†, Herbert H. & Katherine Williams*, 

James K. Wilson*, Doretta Winkelman†, Annette & Wade 
Winner†*, Carol H. Winter*, Kirsten J. Winter†*, Shauna M. 
Wolf†*, Catherine Woodruff*, Joseph C. Worley*

Herbert L. Young*, Mary M. Yount*

*Members of the “Century Club” proposed by Bert McIntosh.
†Contributors in memory of Margaret McIntosh.
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Dale Clark supported the project in many valuable 
ways. As the founder and mastermind of the San Diego 
Natural History Museum’s website, she played a critical 
role in bringing the project into the 21st century: getting 
the quarterly newsletter on the website, enabling on-line 
submission of data, and making the website a primary 
means of communication about the project. She kindly 
arranged access to Rancho Corte Madera. I thank her 
deeply for more contributions than can be listed here.

Publication of the atlas as a website was made pos-
sible by grants from the San Diego Foundation, in part 
under its Environment Program, in part through its 
Blasker-Rose-Miah Fund for science and technology, 
and in part through the recommendations of anonymous 
individual donors. Thanks very much to Bill Kuni, Emily 
Young, Carolyn Colwell, Ted Case, Tom Oberbauer, Mike 
Kelly, and everyone among the San Diego Foundation’s 
staff and volunteer proposal reviewers.

I thank Patrick J. Mock for contributing the account 
of the California Gnatcatcher and William E. Haas for 
contributing much or all of the accounts of the Long-
eared Owl, Spotted Owl, Willow Flycatcher, Cassin’s 
Vireo, Black-throated Gray Warbler, and Black-throated 
Magpie-Jay. Bill and Pat have much more first-hand expe-
rience with these species than do I, so their contributions 
make the accounts for these species much superior to 
what I could have written on my own.

Many reviewers contributed to ensuring that the 
accounts were as accurate and as readable as possible. I 
am especially indebted to Michael A. Patten, who read and 
reviewed the entire text. Kenneth L. Weaver also read the 
entire text and commented on many accounts. Amadeo 
M. Rea reviewed the accounts of most of the land birds. 
Philip R. Pryde and Barbara E. Kus reviewed the intro-
ductory sections. The following persons reviewed one or 
more species accounts in his or her realm of expertise: 
David Bittner, Peter Famolaro, Christine Fritz, Kimball L. 
Garrett, William E. Haas, William J. Hamilton, Barbara E. 
Kus, Jeffrey L. Lincer, Jeffrey A. Manning, John A. Martin, 
Guy McCaskie, Patrick J. Mock, Kathy C. Molina, Robert 
T. Patton, Bonnie L. Peterson, Mary F. Platter-Rieger, 
Abby N. Powell, Brian L. Sullivan, and Richard Zembal. 
Finally, many participating observers read the accounts 
in which their observations were cited and made many 
corrections. I thank all these reviewers for their kind 

assistance; the quality of this atlas is far higher as a result 
of their suggestions and corrections.

The photographs illustrating this atlas were all gener-
ously donated by San Diego’s leading bird photographers. 
I am especially grateful to Anthony Mercieca, and it is 
an honor to be able to feature his legendary work as the 
primary source of photos in this book. Jack C. Daynes 
made numerous field trips to photograph species whose 
images we were missing, and he helped with the scanning 
of the photos. Brian L. Sullivan and Kenneth Z. Kurland 
also kindly contributed photos to fill some gaps. Kenneth 
Fink and Richard E. Webster donated substantial collec-
tions of slides to the San Diego Natural History Museum, 
another valuable resource I have drawn upon. Suzanne 
I. Bond, Alan M. Craig, Brian Foster, Dave Furseth, 
Joseph R. Jehl, Jr., Alden Johnson, Peter LaTourrette, 
John S. Luther, Jerry R. Oldenettel, Matt Sadowski, Jack 
W. Schlotte, Mary Beth Stowe, and Scott Streit each con-
tributed one to three photos, either directly or through 
the museum’s photo archive. I thank Suzanne I. Bond 
for spending many hours at the computer processing the 
scanned images to ready them for publication, as well as 
for reading and correcting page proofs. 

Many thanks to typographer Tim Brittain; Tim’s rig-
orous professionalism and good-humored cooperation 
made this atlas a work of art as well as a work of science. 

James F. Clements of Ibis Publishing Company kindly 
donated his expertise and help with publication. He 
proofread the entire text, and he negotiated and orches-
trated the printing of the book, critically valuable contri-
butions for which I am deeply grateful. 

Many staff members at the San Diego Natural History 
Museum assisted the project in diverse ways. The exper-
tise of computer managers Gabriel Virissimo and Bridget 
Milliken was essential to a project as data-intensive as the 
San Diego County Bird Atlas. Graphic designers Nancy 
Owens-Renner, Erik Bolton, and Shar Huston produced 
our quarterly newsletter Wrenderings, the project’s pri-
mary means of communication with participants and 
supporters. Website manager Debbie Walden sustained 
what Dale Clark had begun, ensuring the working of this 
critical component of the project through its end. The 
skill and sincere interest of grant writers Katie Boskoff 
and Elizabeth Castillo were essential to securing the 
backing enabling the project to be run at the level it was. 
Finally, the enthusiasm of the museum’s executive direc-
tor, Michael W. Hager, ensured the institutional backing 
needed to make the project a success.


