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Our Mission

To interpret the natural world

. through research, education and exhibits;
to promote understanding of the evolution

and diversity of southern California

~

and the peninsula of Baja California;

and to inspire in all a respect for nature

~

and the environment.
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October 2010
Dear Museum Friends:

In 1874, just 15 years after the publication of Darwin’s revolutionary Origin of Species, the San Diego
Society of Natural History was founded by a group of naturalists who were trailblazers in their desire to
document the western frontier and explore what was, and remains today, the wild and exotic peninsula of
Baja California. The same fundamental curiosity, desire for more knowledge, and passion to understand
our natural environment that inspired their actions 135 years ago continues to fuel the activities of the San
Diego Natural History Museum today.

Technology has hurtled humans into the 21 century at a rate that defies conventional evolutionary
adaptation. We are both the subjects and initiators of an unprecedented and unpredictable experiment.
With each new scientific and technological advance, there are two possible outcomes: the obsolescence of
what we thought irreplaceable or the resurgence of value in things thought outmoded. With the close of
our 135% year, the latter outcome has come to the fore as technology offers us new ways to serve society
with our 9.2 million research specimens and a renewed relevance of the importance of the citizen scientist
and informal natural-history-based science education. The Museum provides our community with the data
from which to assess climate change, conserve our habitats, and balance the resource requirements of a
growing population—the critical tools to make informed decisions.

At the same time, there is no technology to replace many of the quotidian activities of natural history
research — our scientists spend countless hours in the field observing nature; they collect, study, and prepare
specimens; these activities provide the foundation for our education programs. Following traditions
established many years ago, we help schoolchildren experience hands-on learning through our Museum
programs and outreach to teachers and families; we entertain and educate the public, from tourists to

local community members, who visit to see our wonderful exhibitions, and we earn new acclaim each

year for our critical role in research and conservation work in southern California and Baja California.
These threads connect not only our research and education programs, but also families who have woven a
dedication to the mission of the Museum through generations.

Our service to the community on behalf of the Museum derives from this legacy. We hope you will be
inspired by the stories from the past and how they have influenced the activities and accomplishments of
the past year. Please accept our most sincere thanks for your continued commitment to the San Diego
Natural History Museum.

Sincerely,

Michael W. Hager, Ph.D. Stephen J. Cohen
President and CEO Chair, Board of Directors
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